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According to the Shafiites,1 anticipation is not allowed
before the fruits have ripened or the grains have hardened.
Some Shafiites express the opinion that anticipation is al-
lowable after the grains have appeared and before they have
as yet hardened. Still others, with respect to grapes and
dates, hold that anticipation is not allowable before they
have been dried; this view apparently is preferred by al-
Gazzali, who mentions it first, if one might so infer from
the analogy of the Hanifite usage. According to the Mali-
kites, anticipation in fruits and crops is not allowed.2

In the settlement of the zakat debt the substitution of
values (daf al-qiyam) is allowed. Thus one may pay three
fat sheep instead of four medium-sized ones or pay, instead
of bushels of wheat, their value in dirhams. Al-Shafi'i
holds that this is not lawful because it would result in the
setting aside of the express shan'ah prescription (nass)*
Consequently he does not allow substitution so long as
it is possible to pay the very thing due as zakctt. Accord-
ing to the Malikites, substitution of values, except as be-
tween gold and silver, is unlawful.4 The Path? in reply
to al-Shafi'i, says that the cause of the divine prescription
(nass) is the desire to provide for the poor the sustenance
(rizq) promised them by God. Indeed, the Almighty
promised a sustenance to every one, but he gave to some
the means of acquiring it, such as trade, while he de-
prived others of all means; accordingly he commanded
the rich to give them from God's property a certain propor-
tion as zakat. Since this is the cause of the prescription and
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